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David Jackman believes that “preaching matters not because human beings decide that 

it does but because through preaching God speaks today” (2). The answer for poor preaching is 

not less preaching, nor its removal from the church, but better preaching (1). Jackman was 

trained at Trinity College (Bristol) under the tutelage of Alec Motyer and J. I. Packer. He is 

uniquely qualified to speak to the preacher about expository preaching for he has led Word-based 

ministry for almost 55 years. Among that time, he served as pastor for 15 years, founded the 

Cornhill Training Course in London—a ministry of the Proclamation Trust (of which he is a 

former president). He is the author of numerous books and commentaries, and his works on 

preaching include Preaching the Living Word (Christian Focus, 1999), Joshua (Preaching the 

Word series, Crossway, 2014), Get Preaching (Christian Focus, 2019), and Transforming Preach 

(Christian Focus, 2021). Jackman has designed this book as a sort of preaching manual with the 

specific aim: 

To identify and illustrate biblically the principles and methodology of exposition so that 
the reader can have confidence that such preaching is dependent on and actively shaped 
by the word of God…. There is also an important pastoral element designed to nurture 
the preacher, not just as a competent practitioner, but as a faithful disciple and obedient 
servant of the Lord Jesus Christ (xiv). 

 
The book unfolds in three parts: 1) Basic Principles, 2) Developing Skills, and 3) Rightly 

Handling the Word of Truth. Each of these explore the development of the expository sermon 

and the expository preacher (xiii). Part 1 details the principles of biblical preaching, how to 

proceed in that task, and seeks to develop the preacher’s convictions, commitment, and personal 

development. Preaching makes a difference because it is the God-appointed means whereby the 



word of Christ is heard, the word that produces life-imparting faith (9). Part 2 explores the 

practical skills that are both required and practiced for exposition: 

The privilege and responsibility of biblical preaching is to be the channel through which 
God’s truth is conveyed with faithfulness, accuracy, and transformational purpose. This 
means cultivating a humility that submits to what the Bible says. The preacher shows 
reverence for the Lord by rightly handling the revelation he has given (104). 

 
Part 3 highlights preaching the whole counsel of God and the rewards of being faithful in that 

calling. Jackman’s goal is to assist the preacher in developing competency and confidence in 

understanding the Bible’s metanarrative (195) as well as cultivating his (217). The preacher will 

need to “Trust [God] for the hard work ahead. Invest in whatever will strengthen and improve 

[his] preaching. Above all, ensure that exposition of the word is the heartbeat, the engine room, 

of all [his] ministry” (218). A helpful assessment tool is also included to aid the preacher or 

listening group in sermon evaluation, as well as a thorough General and Scripture Index. 

Nineteen weighty chapters well worth the investment, but two stood out and for similar 

reasons—the preparation of the preacher. Jackman is as much concerned for the preacher’s 

development as he is for the sermon’s and Chapter Four advances seven strategies for the 

challenges preacher’s face: 1) determine that prayer must be foundational, 2) develop a robust 

doctrine of Scripture, 3) deepen your dependence on the Spirit, 4) make the building up of 

hearers a priority, 5) avoid celebrity models of ministry, 6) be knowledgeable of the world and 

its culture, and 7) develop authenticity in life and teaching (41–47).  

Chapter Eight answers the question: How Does the Preacher Persevere? Jackman offers Six 

Priorities for Perseverance based on 1 Timothy 4:3-16, but more to the point, he gives practical 

suggestions on how to flesh these out: 1) protect your time for study and rest, 2) plan to read 

widely, 3) prepare for disappointment, 4) keep in step with the Spirit, 5) immerse yourself in 



God’s promises stressing God’s Word is always living, it always penetrates human hearts, and it 

always does God’s work (91–96).  

This work is commendable for several reasons. First, Jackman’s Christ-centered approach:  
 

To advocate a “Jesus plus something” message is actually to subtract from the fullness of 
Jesus and to demean his person and work by making him less than the perfect revelation 
of the invisible God (76) …. So preach Christ in all the Scriptures. Preach him as unique, 
supreme, central, and sufficient. Preach the word in such a way that motivation always 
springs from and drives us back to the gospel of God’s grace (86). 

 
Second, Jackman’s faithfulness to God’s Word and his insistence that it is the Scriptures that 

are to be preached—what he refers to as “stay on the line.” “This line represents biblical truth—

what the Bible is saying in the specific passage under consideration…. the preacher must “tell 

the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth” (102). The danger is that the preacher will 

preach “below the line” by dismissing the supernatural or “above the line” by adding to or 

overstating what the Bible says (102–103). 

Sadly, some books on preaching focus solely on instructing preachers how to preach but do 

little in teaching preachers how to live, how to enhance the tools God has given them and how to 

persevere in the calling He has called them to—Jackman’s book leads the way with all of these 

“how-tos.” Every preacher who is seeking to hone his gifts will benefit from this volume. Not a 

quick read by any stretch, Jackman’s meal is meant to be digested slowly. When reading, 

thoughts of Anointed Expository Preaching (B&H Academic 2003), by Stephen F. Olford came 

to mind as a companion and both works would sit nicely on the preacher’s bookshelf next to 

Power in the Pulpit (Moody, 2017), by Jerry Vines and the late Jim Shaddix. Jackman concludes 

his work with a dedication prayer that all preachers would do well to voice: 

Help us to listen to your word and digest its truth. Empower us by your Holy Spirit to 
respond in faith and obedience to all that you teach. Enable us by that same Spirit to 
preach the word in all its fullness, faithfully and boldly, to all whom you have given us as 
pastor-teachers (229). 
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